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Some of our foundation members at our 25th Anniversary Ce!ebrations,

2004

E. Keith Hutchison, Mary Frost, Garnet Frost, Ian Forte,Dorothy Forte.

‘33. :15“ Chris Goudey, Lorraine Goudey. Barry White. Jean Boucher, ROd rnc

v.53” Conchie, Barry Stagoll, GayStagoll.
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FERN SOCIETY OFVICTORIA Inc.
POSTAL ADDRESS: PD. Box 45. Heidelberg West, Victoria, 3081

E-mail: http://gardenbed.com/clubs/clubs_vicferns.cfm
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OFFICE BEARERS:

President: Barry Stagoll PhonefFax
Imm. Past President Rex Gresham

Vice—Presidem George Start " S962 5059
Secretary Barry While " 9740 2724
Treasurer Don Fuller " 9354 2656

Membership Secretary Rex Gresham " 5796 2466
Spore Bank Manager Barry While " 9337 9793
Librarian Mirini Lang " 9886 6l09

Book Sales Ivan Traverse " 9836 4658
Editor Brenda Girdlestone 9390 7073

Email: macstone@hotkey.nel.au

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Jack Barrett 9375 3670, Gay Stagoll 9844 1558,
Norma Hodges 9878 9584. Brenda Girdlestone 9390 7073 and Mirini Lang 9886 6109.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:
° Single................ $15.00 ' Pensioner/sludenl .......$12.00 ° Family .......... $17.00
° Pensioner Family. . .$I4.00 ' Organisation .......$17.00
" Overseas ............ $22.00 (Payment by international bank cheque in SSA please. Sent by Airmail.)

Subscriptions fall due on lst July each year.

MEETING VENUES: The Kevin Heinz: Garden Centre at 39 Welherby Road. Doncaster (Melway 47; H1).

Other meetings at members’ gardens or as advertised on the following page.

 

I Opinions expressed in this newsletter are the personal views of the authors and are not

necessarily endorsed by the Society, nor does mention of a product constitute its endorsement.
  
 

TIMETABLE {or EVENING, GENERAL. MEETINGS:
3.30 Pre—mzetlvua activities - saLe of ferns, spare, booms. merchandise and Special. Effort

tweets. ALso Librarg Loans avwl Lots of conversation.

2.00 qmamL meeting.
8.15 workshops and dtmomstmtiows.
3.15 Fem identification and pathologfl, SpecLaL Effort draw.
3.45 Supper amt another 9000! 5a m.

10.00 Close.

 

Dcsymam 9:000:00" 0y 00350901: mrummfi :: {rrifipJ/mmw.rflnmriaak 5:00



CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2005

February meeting

Thursday the 17th February, at the Kevin Heinze Centre, at

8.00pm

FERN ALLIES
This our first meeting for 2005, the night will be presented by Barry White giving us an in depth discussion on

fern allies

 

Competition category - Fern Allies. Please bring along as many as possible.

Fern allies include Psilotum (Skeleton Fern), Equisetum (Horsetails), Lycopodium etc (Tassel Ferns) and Se-

laginella.

 

March Meeting

Thursday the 17th March, at the Kevin Heinze Centre, at 8.00pm

PREPARING FERNS FOR THE SHOW
This will take the form of a forum with a panel comprising of

 

Ray Harrison, Rex Gresham and Brenda Girdlestone

This will be a “not to miss " night for those members who are thinking about putting ferns in the show,

or if you have ever wondered what it takes to produce a good fern.

Competition catergary for the night will be Adiantum (Maidenhair) ferns

 
 

April EGGS

It is proposed that we will be having another of our excurssions, which there will be more information in the next

newsletter the possible date for this will be Saturday the 30th. so pencil this date in to your dairies and keep a

look out for the next newsletter.
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PRESIDENTIAL PIERORATIIIN

Just as happened in each of the last few years, well before the end of Spring we experienced some daytime

temperatures in Melbourne which we’d normally expect when Summer had well and truly arrived. Whether or not

Global Warming is to blame. such conditions at that time of year, when many plants have not long before pro-

duced new growth which has yet to “harden oft", can produce some stress in the garden (not to mention for their
owners).

At least it's not so bad for the plants in a shade house. where many of us keep ferns, as in the open ground. But

it’s still a constant job to keep things green, what with the watering restrictions as well. I’m sure all our deter-

mined members are putting up a worthy effort in caring for their collections.

You'll all get the opportunity to give your prized ferns an outing at the Show in April - just to help make it all
worthwhile.

Over 40 attended a most enjoyable lunch to celebrate Christmas early at the Kevin Heinze Centre on the first

Sunday in December. This lunch has become a tradition for the Society, as an occasion to share fellowship and
some laughs before our layoff from mEClingR until February comes around.

2004 is nearly over. We look forward to lots of interesting fern nights and excursions in 2005. I’d like to think
that there are some new things we might do to reach, and help. some non-members too. Perhaps if we do a good

job of this, we may find new members for the Society - which would be ill] to the good.

One such new encounter with others interested in ferns is in the planning stages - this being to assist the

Friends of Warrandyte State Park to learn about propagating ferns. Already the Friends group are involved in

helping the small Parks Victoria staff at the park in propagating and growing on a very large number of local in—

digenous plants every year for park revegetation and sale to landholders in the district. It would be a coup to see

future propagation efforts include ferns. a group of plants which occur in limited numbers in most of our metro-

politan parks - without doubt they are much less in evidence today in many ofthe park localities than they would

have been in pre-settlement times.

I, and the Committee, hope all members have a safe and joyful Christmas, and the best of luck for the new year

2005 (although you won’t get to read this until it is under wuyl). Some members — including just recently Jack

Barrett who has undergone heart surgery ~ have not been in the best of health, and we wish them in particular all

our best.

0300??

  
Notice of change of address

Don Fuller had moved his new address is;-

55 Park St,

Pascoe Vale, 3044

Ph.9306 5570
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Fern Show Display -
“Ferns of Queensland”

The Annual Fern Show this year will feature the ferns of Queensland as the main display.

The strong support of members will be necessary if the usual impressive display is to be mounted.

Listed below are some ferns onueensland which are likely to be in members” collections. It is but a small selec-
tion of Queensland ferns. If members have ferns of which they are unsure they could give Barry White a ring on

9740 2724,

Adiantiim aethiopicum. capillusvveneris, diaplianum. fimnosum, hispi'diilum, silvmicum

Angiopteris evecm

Araclmiodes aristala
Asplenimn australasicum. bitibiferuin.. flabellifotium, flaccidtmt, obmmtum. pai’yodm:

Blechmun articulalmn. camfieldii. cartilagineum, minus. nutlmn, patersonii, wattsii

Christella (lemma,

Calochlaena(Culcim) dubia

Cyarhea attsrmlis, baileyana. maperi, cmminghmnii, leicrlthardtiana, mbertsiana

Cyclosoms interrupnw,
Davallia pytidata. solida,

Demismedtia davaili'aides

Dicksonia antarctica, yotmgiue, Iierbertii.

Dictymt‘a brownii

Diplazium ailsrrale, astiniile, dilammm

Daodia aspera. caudam, hetemphylla. Imtxima, am‘lralis, media

Dryanaria rigidttla,

Goniophlebium subam‘iculalum cv knig/iti'i,

Histiopreris iitct'sa,

Hitperzia squarrose, plzlcgmaria

Hypolcpis glandult'fera. rttgnsula,

Lastreopsis acttminam, decomposita, microsom, mimim. rigfescens, smithi'mta, tinamaensis

Lygadium microphyllmn,

Macrothelypt‘eris mrrcsi'cma, patwodiaidw

Marsilea drummondii, mutica

Microiepiu spehiiicae
Microsorum pustulamm ((fiversififlimn), scandcns. puncmrmn

Olemtdm neriiformt‘s,

Pellaea falcam, paradoxct

Platycerium superbum. bifim'utmn. veitchii, liillii

 Pncumttlopteris pennigem,

Polystichumfonnosum. fallax, FERN ACRES NURS RY

Pst't'otum nuclum

Pleris comans, wisffarmis, N‘cmm'a, ltmbrum, villain, _ , , _ Remll' _
Pyrrasia mlflwm mpemfl. Specnalismg in elks, stags, bird’s nest ferns,
Stenochlgena palusn‘fs‘ native Epiphytic OFChidS; SPBCieS and hy-

Todea bm‘bara bri (is.

1052 Whittleseu—Kinglake Rd, Kinglake West
Picase bring along as many ferns 33 possible (opposite Pl-irnary School) Melway 510 N1 1‘

for the show. Phone (03) 5786 503i.

For full list and photos; www.fernacres.com.au

also; www.ferns.com.au

Wide range \ low prices.   
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BREAKING NEWS

This story is from our news.com.au network

Fern find bowls botanist over

By Lloyd Jones 2000t04

A BOTANIST'S relentless search of north
Queensland‘s raintorests has paid off with the
rediscovery of a fern species that could help in
the treatment of Alzheimer's disease.

On a rainy day in January this year, James Cook
University researcher Ashley Field fell over in
amazement when he looked up into the rainforest
canopy to see the fern that was believed to be

extinct.

Mr Field and his wife Holly had been systemati—
cally hunting for the blue tassel tern (Huperzia
dalhousieana) for two years on expeditions into
the rainforest lasting up to two weeks.
1 knew what it was straight away," Mr Field. a
PhD student in Townsville, said.
‘We‘d been following lots of leads and came to an
area where we were walking waist deep in water
in pouring rain and found it.
“1 was ecstatic. 1 was wobbly at the knees, we
had just about lost heart when we came across
it."

Holly Field, who also has a degree in botany.
said her husband fell ever when he saw the tern,
overwhelmed that his long search for it had finally
paid off.

It would be a bit like seeing a dodo or something
else that you thought was extinct, and there it is,"
she said.peThe bluish -grey epiphyte grows at
the tops of rainforest trees and was last recorded
26 years ago.

It was widely believed to be extinct, with forest
clearance seen as a major factor in its demise.
Its rediscovery could lead to medicinal benefits.

In china. another member of the species is culti-
vated to extract the compound Huperzine. be-
lieved to help in the treatment of Alzheimer's dis—
ease.

Mr Field said a major pharmaceutical company
had contacted him about the potential production
of Huperzine from Queensland's nine rare spe-
cies of tassel fern.

That potential had yet to be investigated, he said,
but as a step towards that he was determined to

focus his research on conserving the terns.

In the meantime he was keeping the locality of
the blue tassel terns secret, knowing collectors
would be keen to take them from the wild.

He likens the need for secrecy to that surround-

ing the Wollemi Pine found near Sydney 10 years

ago, after only being known from the fossil re-
cord.

Wollemi Pines are due to go on sale in nurseries
next year and Mr Field hopes the blue tassel tern
can also be cultivated for sale in nurseries to take
pressure off those in the wild.

"People do not go into the wild to try to collect
them when they can buy them at the corner nurs-
ery."

Mr Field plans to study the DNA of Queensland's
tassel ferns to determine their varieties and links
with species overseas.

Thank you to Mary Frost for sending this article for inclu-

sion in the newsletter.

If you find something of possible interest comes to your
attention please send it in for information of our members.
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TREE FERNS OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
Speaker Don Fuller

July, 2004

Although there are many ferns which Can develop a trunk (or eaudex) with age the common term "Tree Fern" in
Australia is generally applied to the ferns of two genera _

Cyathea of which there are over 600 worldwide.

Dicksonia of which there are approx. 30 worldwide

The genus Cyathea has been, and still is, the subject of discussion and debate by botanists. There has been vary-

ing proposals that Cyathea be broken up into Alsophila, Cyathea and Spharopteris. This topic is well beyond me

and is well covered in the recently published book "Tree Ferns" by Large & Braggin. In Australia the general po-

sition taken is to lump together in one genus "Cyathea" with several subegenus. Tonight we will look at slides of
the Cyatheas and Dicksonias of Australia (including Lord Howe Island & Norfolk Island) and New Zealand.

Cyathea Dicksonia
Australia 12 3

Lord Howe Island 4 ~

Norfolk Island 1 8 1550 A
New Zealand 5 3

The basic difference between Cyathea and Dieksonia is that

. Dicksonia group have hairs on their stipes and trunk apex. Their sori with their indusia are found at the ends
of veins at the pinnule margins and the edge of the frond simply curls over to enclose it.

- Cyatheas have scales and in some cases also hairs. The sporangia are not at the edge of the pinnules but more

or less central.

The identification of Tree Ferns can be difficult. To be accurate a portion of fertile frond. together with the lower

[50cm 0f stipe from where it joins the trunk is needed. The most important characteristics are the presence or ab-

sence of spines/protubances on the stipe bases. spore patterns, the type of sealeslhairs on the stipe bases and upper

trunk and apex, and the persistence or not of old fronds on the trunk and whether they fall leaving a clean sear.

(This latter feature Can be masked by the rate at which aerial fibrous roots grow up the trunk). The height of tree
ferns can make these features difficult to see.

Tree Ferns generally have an upright habit of growth with a woody eaudex or trunk. This is hard on the outside

with a soft pithy centre. In most cases at least a part of the trunk is covered with masses of tough fibrous aerial

roots.

I. Cyarhea atrstmiis ' Rough Tree Fern.

This fern is found on the south east coast of Australia from Tasmania to South East Queensland from sea level to

1200m. It has a massive trunk which can grow 12 * 20m high with a crown of 3m. Fronds grow 2 4 4m and are

dark green above and light green below. Stipe bases are persistent with rough spines.

This fern is very hardy. able to withstand frost and full sun if given adequate moisture.

Protection from wind is necessary.

2. Cyathca baileyimta ‘ Wig Tree Fern.

A rare fern found in North East Queensland from approx. 850 - l200rn.The trunk can grow to a height of 4m

with a diameter .ot’ approx. lOem and a crown of4m. Fronds are dark green above. paler below and can grow to

2 - 3m. This fem is difficult to grow as it is slow growing, frost tender. and requires shelter, shade. moisture and

humidity.

A feature of this fern is the wig which develops around the trunk apex and stipe bases.

continued next page
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Continued from previous page

3. Cyarhea celebt'ca.

This fern is found from North East Queensland to New Guinea and Indonsia. It can grow to a trunk height of

6m.a diameter of 30cm, a crown of 5m and frond length up to 5m. Fronds are dark green above and whitish green
below due to a covering of hairs. A feature of this fern is the sharp long spines on the stipe.

This fern is very slow growing, frost tolerant and prefers light shade.

4. Cyathea cooperi’ Scaly tree fern / Coin Spot tree Tree Fern.

This fern is found in NSW, Qld & WA. from sea level to 1400m. [t is a very large tree fern with the trunk grow-

ing to 12m, in diameter of 15cm, a crown of 2m and fronds 2 , 4m length. Fronds are dark'mcdium green above

and pale green under.

The stipe bases do not persist and on separation leave oval scars on the trunk. However under some favourable
conditions such as ample moisture the aerial roots grew very rapidly up the trunk covering the scars.

It Is a very hardy fern that likes full sun to light shade and will tolerate light frost. It is very fast growing.

5. Cyathea cmminghamii Slender Tree Fern.

This fern is found in Australia in Tasmania, Victoria, South East Queensland.& Norfolk Island. It has a very tall

trunk to 20m and a diameter of 6 - 15 cm. Fronds can be 2 “5 m in length, dark green above and light green be-

low. Stipes persist on the upper part of the trunk.

This is a very tall. slow growing tree fern which is very sensitive to wind. direct sunlight and lack of moisture.

6. Cyarhea exilis.

Only known from one rainforest site on the Cape York peninsula ‘ Far North Queensland. It has a trunk that
grows to 4m and 4 - 8cm in diameter. The fronds are pale green and grow to l.5m.lt grows on limestone close to

water.
The stipe and rachis are brown to black brown and have blunt spines and dull brown scales.

7. Cyathea feline
This is a rare tree fern found only on the lowland rainforests of North East Queensland. New Guinea and Malay-

sia. It has a trunk that can grow to 8m.and 20cm. in diameter. The light green fronds can grow to 4m. The stipc

and raehis are pale and warty and have pale thin scales towards the base. The stipe bases do not presist and leave

a woody and sear pattern on the trunk.

8. Cyathea (eichhardtiana Prickly Tree Fern

This fern grows from Eastern Victoria to Queensland growing from sea level to 1200m. It has a trunk that can

grow to 8m high,a diameter of lOem and a crown to 4m. The fronds grow to 2 -3 m and are dark green above

and pale green below. The stipe bases are dark brown with long sharp spines and persist on the trunk. The stipe

bases and trunk apex are covered with pale straw colored scales.
This fern is slow growing. frost sensitive and Inust be protected from full sun and windy conditions.

9. Cyarhea marcesens Skirted Tree Fern

This fern. which is thought to be a natural hybrid between C. atrslralis and C. cunningltumii, is found in Tasmania
and Victoria. It has a very thick trunk which can grow to a height of up to 10m. Fronds can grow to approx. 4111

and are dark green above and paler below. The stipe is thick, black and warty with scales which are glossy dark

brown. The dead fronds are very persistent. The spore is sterile.
This fern is slow growing and needs protection from. sun wind and drying out.

[0. Cyat‘hea rebeccae

This fern is found in North East Queensland from sea level to l500m.The slender woody trunk can grow to 6 7111

with a diameter of 10cm and a crown of 5m. Fronds are shiny dark green and grow to 2 '3m. Stipc bases are

rough. warty and persist on the upper trunk. Scales are dark purple-brown.

This fern is very frost tender but will tolerate full sun.

continued next page



Continued from previous page

1 l. Cyatliea roberlsiana

This fern is found in North East Queensland from 500m - 1500m. The slender woody trunk can grow to 5 *7m

and a diameter of IOem. usually less. Fronds are up to 3m long and are soft midegreen on top and darker below.

Stipe bases are rough, brown and separate to leave oval sears. There are a very few thin shiny brown scales. A
feature of this very attractive fern is that it does not form a crown but fronds develop in a spiral.

This fern is a pioneer fern that requires a high level of sunlight and protection from frost. It must not be allowed

to dry out. Damage to the growing tip by pest or abrasion is fatal.

l2. Cyarhea woollsianu

This [cm is found in North East Queensland in coastal ranges tolSOOm. it has a trunk to 6m high, dlameter to

15cm.and a crown of 4m.The fronds are shiny dark green above and paler below and grow to 2 - 5m. The trunk

apex and stipe are covered with reddish brown scales. Stipes are pale brown with warts and spines and persist on

the trunk.

This hardy fern will tolerate a wide range of conditions from shade to full sun light frost to heat and periods of

dryness.

13. Dicksmtia mimrcfica Soft Tree Fern .

This popular tree fern grows from Tasmania to South East Queensland. it has a massive trunk which can grow to
a height of 10 , 15m.a diameter of 2m and a crown of 6m. The fronds are leathery dark green above and paler

below. The trunk apex and stipe bases are covered with dense bright brown hairs. The stipe is short, brown and
smooth.

This fern is hardy in a wide range of conditions but best in a moist position in filtered sun.

14. Dicksonia hel‘bertii'

This fern is found in North East Queensland in rainforests above 800m. The slender trunk grows to a height of 5m

with a crown of 1.5111. Fronds are leathery, dark green and shiny above and dull below. The apex and Stipes are

covered with grey brown bristly hairs. Stipe bases persist on the trunk.

It is a fast growing hardy fern which does well in a moist sheltered position with protection from heavy frosts. It
will tolerate high light to moderate shade.

15. Dicksonia yotmgiae Bristly Tree Fern

This fern is found in North East NSW and Queensland. It has a trunk which grows 3 *5m diameter to 20cm. with

a crown to l.5m and fronds to 3111. The upper trunk and the stipe basas are covered with coarse. stiff. reddish
brown hairs which may extend up the rachis. It is very similar to DJJcrberrit' but readily forms offshoots.

Growing conditions are asfor D.herberlii.

LORD HOWE ISLAND

I6. Cynthm brevipimia

This rare fern is endemic to the top of the mountains of Lord Howe Island. It has a trunk which can grow to
approx. 3m with fronds to 3m. The Stipe is brown and the scales are long glossy dark brown.

It is a small very attractive tree fern that can be grown in a cool moist sheltered position.

17. Cyah'iea Imit'eaua

This fern is only found on the upper slopes of the mountains of Lord Howe Island. It has a trunk which can grow

to 8m with fronds to 2 ‘3m.The stipe and rachis are dark brown and have scales and some hairs. Fronds do not

persist and leave oval scars on the trunk.

It is a fast growing fern once established but needs the protection of a sheltered fernery in temperate areas.

l8. Cyul’heu macarrhm'ii

Another fern which is endemic to Lord Howe Island growing from sea level to 600m. It has a trunk that can grow

to 5m with a crown of | m. Fronds are 1 *2m in length. dark green above and paler below. Stipes are prickly with

sharp woody spines and have long brown scales. Fronds can persist but can also leave oval scars on the trunk.

A fast growing hardy fern which prefers medium to light shade but requires protection from frost.

continued next page



Continued from previous page

19. Cyathea robusra
This fern is endemic to Lord Howe Island, growing from sea level to 400m. It has a trunk that can grow to a

height of 5m and a crown of 3m. Fronds can grow to approx. 4m.and are dark -mid green above and pale green

below. The stipe and rachis are glaucous and covered with long whitish scales.
This tree fern is hardy, fast growing and prefers partial shade and protection from frost.

NORFOLK ISLAND
20. Cyathea australis ssp.Norfolkiensis

This fern is confined to Norfolk Island. It resembles Causrmli‘s but the scales at the base of the fronds are shorter

and darker.

2]. Cyathea brown“
This very large tree fern is endemic to Norfolk Island. It has a trunk that can grow to a height of up to 20m and

the fronds can grow to 3 - 5m. The stipe and rachis are brown with warty protrusions and have both pale brown

and dark brown scales. The stipes are not persistent and brake off to leave oval scars.
This tree fern is fast growing and hardy. It will tolerate light frost and full sun if kept moist. However it will look
best if given protection from hot sun.

NEW ZEALAND
22. Cyatlzea colensoi Creeping Tree Fern

This tree fern from New Zealand is unusual in that the trunk is usually prostrate but occasionally upright to l tn. It

occurs throughout the moist areas of the inland mountains. The fronds which can grow to 1.5m are a soft pale

green with brown Stipes and scales.
This fern requires a cool, moist. shady and sheltered position.

23. Cyathea czmninghamii Slender Tree Fern

Already covered. This is the only tree fern to be found in both Australia and New Zealand.

24. Cyarhea dealbata Silver Tree Fern

This medium sized tree fern, which is the floral emblem of New Zealand. is found in the more open areas

throughout New Zealand. The trunk can grow to 10m and the fronds to 4m. A distinguishing feature of this fern

is the silvery white bloom on the underside of the fronds. The stipe and rachis are pale brown with a silvery

bloom and have glossy brown scales. The fronds persist on the trunk.
Once established it will tolerate some dryness and light frost. it does best with moderate shelter and shade.

25. Cymheu medullaris Black Tree Fern

Another very large tree fern which is found throughout most of New Zealand and many of the Pacific Islands. It

is a lowland fern (sea level to 100m.) which can grow to a height of 20m with a diameter of 20cm. The fronds can

grow to 6m in length. The stipe and rachis are greenish to black, may have blunt rough protusions and covered

with dark brown - black scales. The frond bases do not persist and can leave hexagonal scar patterns. This quick

growing fern is quite hardy and sun tolerant but requires some protection from frost and a sheltered position.

26. Cyal‘hea smit/tii

This fern is the most southerly oecuring tree fern being found on the Auckland Islands. It has a trunk that can

grow to 8m and soft green fronds to 2.5m. The stipe and rachis are slender. pale to dark brown with pale straw

coloured scales towards the Stipe base and trunk apex. The mid-rib of the fronds persist on the trunk.This tree

fern is frost and cold tolerant if kept moist and sheltered from hot drying winds.

27. Dieksmtiafibrosa

This fern is endemic to New Zealand where it grows from sea level to high mountain forest. It has a stout fibrous,
reddish brown trunk which can grow to 6m. The fronds. which can grow to l '3m, are mid - dark green above,

paler below and have a prickly harsh feel. They persist on the trunk and form an orangeebrown skirt.

continued next page



FERN and VIREYA RHODODENDRON SHOW

Saturday 16th

Our Show in 2005 will again be a joint ven-
ture with the Australian Rhododendron Society
(our 8th) and will be held on the weekend of the
16th and 17th of April 2005. Please put this date
in your diary. It will again be held at the Mount
Waverley Community Centre (cm. Miller Ores
and Stephenson Roadppposite the Mount
Waverley Railway Station).

The Show will be open from 1 O-OOam to
5-00pm on Saturday and 1 0-00am to 4-00pm
on Sunday. The admission charge is unchanged
at Adults $4-00, Concession $3-00,and Children
under 15 free.Members of both societies who
contribute to either the competition or dis-
play,plus those acting in an official capacity for
the day,wi|l be admitted free. For other members
the admission charge will be the concession rate
of $3700.

The Show is important to the Society as it
provides us with the opportunity to attract new

members which are so important to the Society.

However as our active membership is aging and

reducing in numbers the Show provides us with a
significant challenge. We urgently need the help
of more members, particularly those unable to
attend the monthly meetings, with the setting up
and the clearing up after the Show.

Other ways of assisting with the Show are -
1. Contribute to the fern competition and

display
2. Grow ferns (or sell your excess terns) f

or the sales bench
3. Publicise the Show

We especially request those members un-
able to attend the monthly meetings to come
along and contribute to the tern competition and

diSpIay. Advertising flyers will be available at the
February meeting and will also be included with
the March/April newsletter.

We will again be holding a Fern Competition
and it would be great to see even more members
enter the competition.

Please remember that to enter a fern you

must have owned it for 6 months.

- Sunday 17th April 2005

The categories are as follows,

1. Adiantum
2. Asplenium
3. Davalliaceae — restricted to Arthopteris,

Davallia, Humata.Rumohra.Scyphularia.
4. Queensland Fern (inc. cultivars)
5. Polypodiaceae - Goniophle

bium,Microsorum,Phlebodium, Polypo
dium, Pyrrosia.

6. Fern in Container 150mm or Less.
7. Any Other Fern . not covered by cate

gories 1 - 5.

Our feature fern display will be Queenland
Ferns and we would like to have a large number
and variety of these ferns.The committee is most
interested to hear any ideas on how we might
display these ferns.

Our Show is a good opportunity to display
your best and most interesting ferns so please
start selecting and grooming them now. Please
make sure that your terns are free of pests and
are clearly labelled with their botanical name. if

you are unsure of the name you may be able to

get help at our monthly meetings.

Members who enter ferns in the competition
or display are able to bring in ferns for sale on a
15% commission basis. We are most interested
in having some of the rarer and more unusual
terns for sale.

The members of the Show Committee are,

Jack Barrett 93753670,
Brenda Girdlestone 9390 7073, F
ran and Ray Harrison 9337 7573,
Norma and John Hodges 9878 9584,
Bernadette Thomson 9399 9793,

Barry White 9740 2724,

Don Fuller (Chairman) 9306 5570.

More details in the March/April 2005 Newslet-
ter.



Continued froth previous page

The Stipe is short. smooth with dense soft brown hairs near the base.

This hardy fern will grow in a wide range of conditions from high light to medium shade. It will tolerate light

frosts.

28. Dicksmiia [miat‘a

A small generally prostrate New Zealand tree fern which forms clumps in swampy ground from sea level to

approx 100m. A form with a slender upright trunk to 2m occurs in northern New Zealand. The fronds are between

75cm - 2m long. The fertile trends are yellow green to apple green above and paler below and stand up above the

rosette of sterile fronds. They are short lived and persist 0n the trunk. The stipe is slender, pale brown with dense
hairs at the base.

The upright form is difficult to grow but the prostrate form can be grown in a shaded. sheltered, moist position.

29. Dicksom'a s'quarrosa

A medium sized tree fern endemic to New Zealand. It has a slender trunk, or multiple trunks with brown hairs and

it can grow to 2 - 7m. The I "3111. long fronds are harsh to feel, dark green above but paler below. The stipe and

rachis are slender, prickly rough and dark brown with dense hairs at the base. Stipe bases are almost black and

persistent. This fern is very prone to produce offsets from dormant buds on the trunk and underground stolens

(stoloniferous).

It is a very hardy species that will tolerate moderate frost and grow in a wide range of sheltered moist conditions.
It will grow right down to tho otlge of salt water.

References

Australian Ferns Calder H Chafl'y.
Australian Ferns & Fren Allies D L Jones 8: S C Clemesha.

A Handbook Of Australian & New Zealand Ferns C J Goudey.

Common Ferns & Fem Allies In New Zealand R .l Chinnock.

Tree Ferns Mark F Large & John E Braggins.

Multicrop’a

    Australia’s original liquid SEAWEED
plant food concentrate '

0 Stimulates vigaumus root development
- Builds resistance to insect and fungal uttutk
. Enhances fruit and flow: lnrmution
0 Non burning, easy to use on all plants
0 Minimise transplanting shodt
O Harden plants during periods of stress
- Establishes plants quickly after planting

or transplanting

Multitrop & Muxicrnp products *m
are available at all leading {“l‘
garden supply outlets. mm”  



The following article is taken, with thanks to "Western Australian “ Fern Society December, 2003

Pests and Diseases,

by John Banasiewicz, with participation by the members present

Diseases
Luckily major diseases are not a common

problem in fern houses around Perth.
However, it should be remembered that the

best disease control is prevention, and there are
some basic principles to apply in this respect.

Vigorous, healthy ferns are more likely to

resist disease, provided that they are fertilised on
a regular basis, and that their potting mix is well
drained.

Ferns preferably should be watered in the
early morning to avoid plants being damp when
temperatures fall in the evening.
Do not overcrowd pots - allow for air movement
between the plants.

Some disease forms and their control
Moulds are caused by overcrowding, poor

ventilation and watering when temperatures fall.
They may be controlled by allowing more pace
between plants, by providing adequate ventila—
tion, and by watering in the early morning.
Moulds may be killed by use of a fungicide.

Root Rot usually results from inadequate drain-
age, which in turn is caused by incorrect potting
mixes, earthworms. and ovematering. The prob-

lem can be controlled by repotting in a iree-«
draining mix and by using correct watering meth-
ods.

Acid Rot occurs when plants which prefer an

alkaline soil are placed in acid soil, or when an
alkaline soil turns acidic. Species of Adiantum
are particularly susceptible to acid rot. To control
it, repot ferns after removal of all of the old soil.
Lime may be added to maintain alkalinity.

Pests
A number of Pests were exhibited during the dis
cussion. to enable members not familiar with
these nasties to identify them.

Ferns are subject to attacks by a wide range of
pests. However, this should not deterthe fern

enthusiast. Ferns grown in the ground or garden
are less prone to pests and diseases than those
grown in containers. In a fern house ferns are

subject to sporadic attacks from various pests
from time to time, as this is an artificial environ-
ment. and natural predators are less likely to be

present. However, good management of your
fern house will keep these problems to a mini-
mum. Check your ferns on a regular basis, and ii
an attack occurs, assess whether manual re-
moval would be suitable. or. alternatively, use a
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pesticide suitable for curing the problem. If possi-
ble, quarantine the plants.
it is very important that you use extreme caution
when handling any chemicals. Wear a hat, gog-

gles, gloves. mask, long-sleeved shirt and long
trousers when spraying. Do not spray when con-
ditions are windy, nor should you spray during
extreme heat. Cloudy conditions are preferable.
and it is recommended that you spray during the
early to mid morning period for best results.
Note: Pesticides containing Pyrethrum are often
touted as being "biological", "organic", "safe".
"natural", and even "harmless to humans". How-
ever, Pyrethrum, which is extracted from plants of
the Chrysanthemum family, is extremely toxic to
all animals and humans if it enters the blood-
stream. Therefore, be particularly careful if you
have any skin injuries or diseases, or it you suffer
from allergies. Always wear gloves, and never
inhale the spray mist. Don't use agents contain-
ing Pyrethrum near aviaries, ponds etc., or if they
are likely to contact children or pets.
Some pests known to be present in tern houses
in the Perth area are*
Earthworms
They break down organic materials, causing fine
particles to clog up drainage holes, and aeration
of the roots. Signs of infestation include a drop in
the soil level, and wilting followed by death of the
plant. Prevention of worm problems is aided by
keeping potted ferns on benches rather than on
the ground. Control is by application of Condy's
Crystals (Permanganate of Potash) at the rate of
a capful to 2 litres of water, or Carbaryl.

To be continued in next issue

M80300; FEMS
Wholesale Propagators.

Phone (03)5282 3084.
ll Specialising in supplying retail nurseries with

a wide range of hardy ferns; no tubes.
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FERN SOCIETY OF VICTORIA
SPORE LIST

ORDERING The following spore is free to members who donate spore; otherwise members 20
cents per sample, non-members 50 cents, plus $1.00 to cover postage and handling. Available at
meetings or by mail from Barry White, 34 Noble Way, Sunbury, Vic. 3429 Australia, Ph. (03) 9740
2724. There is no charge for spore for overseas members, however to cover postage two interna—
tional coupons would be appreciated. Coupons can be purchased at the Post Office. Overseas non-
members may purchase spore at three packets for one international reply coupon, plus two cou-
pons for postage and handling. There is a limit of 20 packets per order

Acrostichum sp. 6/04
Adiantum concinnum 3/02
Adiantum formosum 6/04

Adiantum pubescens 'Rosy Ruffles'

1/03
Adiantum raddianum 'Legrand Morgan'

' 3/03

Adiantum raddianum 'Pacific Maid'
8/02

Arachniodes aristata 12/03
Arachniodes simplicior 7/03

Asplenium aethiopicum 11/04
Athyrium filix—femina 12/04

Athyrium niponicum 'Pictum' 3/03

Athyrium otophorum 12/04
Blechnum camfieldii 9/02
Blechnum cartilagineum 12/04
Blechnum discolor 6/04

Blechnum fluviatile 5/03
Blechnum gibbum 4/04
Blechnum minus 7/04
Blechnum patersonii 6/04
Blechnum punctulatum v.punctulatum

11/02

Blechnum 5p. (Philippines) 2/02

Blechnum species (N.Z.) 7/03
Blechnum spicant 12/04
Blechnum spicant ‘lobatum' 12/04

Blechnum wattsii 5/02

Cheilanthes argenta 4/04
Cheilanthes tomentosa 4/04

Christella dentata 4/04

Conicgramme intermedia 3/03
Cyathea australis 6/04

Cyathea brownii 2/04
Cyathea cooperi 1/04
Cyathea leichhardtiana 6/04

Cyathea medullaris 4/04
Cyathea robusta 4/02

Cyrtomium caryotideum 6/04
Cyrtomium maerophyllum 12/04
Dennstaedtia davallioides 2/04

Deparia petersenii 12/04
Dicksonia antarctica 2/04
Dicksonia sellowiana /03

Diplazium assimile 12/04
Diplazium melanochlamys 12/04

Doodia australis 12/04
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Dryopteris affinis 'Cristata' 12/04
Dryopteris athamantica 12/04
Dryopteris cycadina 4/04

Dryopteris dilatata 'Crispa Whiteside'

12/04
Dryopteris erythrosora 2/04
Dryopteris erythrosora 12/04

Dryopteris guanchica 12/04
Dryopteris gymnosora 4/02

Dryopteris sieboldii 4/02
Dryopteris tokyoensis 12/04

Dryopteris wallichiana 6/04
Elaphoglossum sp. 1/02

Gymnocarpium oyamense 12/04
Histiopteris incisa 5/02

Hypolepis glandulifera 2/04
Hypolepis rugosula 5/02

Lastreopsis acuminata 11/04

Pellaea sagittata 3/03
Pellaea viridis 1/03

Platycerium bifurcatum 3/03
Platycerium superbum 8/04
Pneumatopteris pennigera (N.Z.) 12/04
Polystichum australiense 12/04

Polystichum braunii 2/02
Polystichum fallax 4/02
Polystichum formosum 12/04

Polystichum proliferum 12/04
Polystichum tsus—simense 11/04

Polystichum xiphophyllum 3/04

Pseudophegopteris aurita 12/04
Pteris cretica 'Alexandrae‘ 3/03
Pteris dentata 1/02

Pteris macilenta 1/02
Pteris ryukyuensis 3/03
Pteris tremula 2/04
Pteris umbrosa 3/04
Pteris vittata 3/03

Pyrrosia lingua "Oba Oba' 4/02
Rumohra adiantiformis(Cape form} 3/03

Woodwardia fimbriata 3/03

Thankyou to the following spore donors:

Crosby Chase, Naud Burnett and Dorothy
Forte

ttl‘ize:liwwwdoetideslt.com
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